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THE MANSION ON THE HILL
By
Prof. Khatchatur I. Pilikian

As a child of ten, my father Israel-Vahan Pilikian had “helped” his own father Hovhanness, a
master builder, to build the new family house his father designed and planned, in their home
village, Khaskal, during 1912-1913. The village, mostly inhabited by Armenians numbering
ca. a thousand, was not far away from the celebrated Armenian Monastery of Armash, in Iz-
mit (ancient Nicomedia).



After the large and extended Pilikian family was driven away from the new paternal home,
the enormous three story wooden building was confiscated by an officer of the Central Pow-
ers and used as army barracks. Surviving the bombardments of the Allied Powers, the Pilikian
mansion was subsequently occupied by the Kemalist forces of nationalist uprising

After the Great War, having survived the Genocide of the Armenians (1914-1918), Israel-
Vahan, a teenager in a Baghdad orphanage in 1919, decides to go back and find his paternal
home in Khaskal. Accompanied by his eldest, surviving sister Srbuhi and her husband, they
start their odyssey travelling through deserts, hills and valleys, pastures and sea (reversing
their march of death), finally reaching their destination

They reclaim their paternal home, albeit derelict and completely depleted of household furni-
ture and all. After a few months of sustained and determined efforts of survival, their mansion
too breathes new life. But the atmosphere of fear, rekindled by ultra nationalism, poisons the
life of those groups who dared outlive the Genocide. To continue surviving, my father and his
sister’s family had to leave their paternal home yet again. But not before procuring a photo-
memento (taken by a soldier of the retreating Greek armies), of their beloved mansion—a
“miraculous” feat, indeed.

During the summer of 1963, Isracl-Vahan Pilikian, then 60 and a father of a large family with
five children residing in Beirut, Lebanon, revisited his birthplace in Khaskal. No traces of the
house were found. There the locals told him, that ‘that impressive mansion on the hill” was
finally burned down during the nationalist upheavals...

Based on that “miraculous” photograph of 1920, I sketched with pastel-crayons, on January
13™ 1957, an enlarged (cm. 61.5 x 46.5) picture of our ancestral ‘mansion on the hill’ in
Khaskal.



